Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.138; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.7.
The molecule of the title complex, [Ni 2 (C 21 II atom via one N and two O atoms of the iminolate form of the hydrazide moiety, which has the same conformation as the free ligand. The coordination geometry around each Ni II ion is slightly distorted octahedral. A supramolecular three-dimensional architecture is created by dominant intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN, O-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonding interactions. These are augmented by two C-HÁ Á Á interactions and a -interaction with a centroid-centroid distance of 3.681 (2) Å . 
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Crystal data [Ni 2 (C 21 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg4 and Cg5 are the centroids of the C1-C6 and C9-C14 rings, respectively. Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (ii) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (iii) x À 1; y; z; (iv) x þ 1; y; z; (v) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz. 
Comment
Hydrazones and their nickel complexes have been shown to possess a diverse range of biological activities (Lakshmi et al., 2011; Prasanna & Kumar, 2013) . In most cases, the metal complexes show more antibacterial activity compared to their parent ligands (Singh et al., 2007) . They also have applications in chemical processes like non-linear optics, sensors etc (Naseema et al., 2010) .
The title complex [C 42 H 38 N 6 Ni 2 O 14 ]·4(C 3 H 7 NO) has a dimeric structure. This is generated by the unique part of the Ni (Table 1) , which interconnect the neighbouring complex and the solvent DMF molecules with D···A distances of 2.702 (4), 2.674 (4), 2.862 (3), 2.908 (3), 3.217 (3), 3.257 (6) and 3.320 (8) Å (Fig. 2 ). Two C-H···π interactions with H···Cg distances of 3.440 (5) and 3.894 (7) Å progressing along c axis and a π···π interaction ( Fig. 3 ) with a Cg···Cg distance of 3.681 (2) Å progressing along b axis also support the dominant intermolecular hydrogen bonding interactions to establish a supramolecular three-dimensional network in the crystal system. Fig. 4 shows the packing diagram of the title compound along b axis.
Experimental
The title complex was prepared by adapting a reported procedure (Joseph et al., 2013) 
Figure 1
ORTEP view of the unique part of the compound, drawn with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for the non-H atoms.
Figure 2
Graphical representation showing hydrogen bonding interactions in the crystal structure of [C 42 Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1; (ii) −x, −y+1, −z+1; (iii) x−1, y, z; (iv) x+1, y, z; (v) −x+1, −y+1, −z.
Bis{µ-N-[(E)-4-benzyloxy-2-oxidobenzylidene]-4-nitrobenzenecarbohydrazidato}bis[diaquanickel(II)] dimethylformamide tetrasolvate
